Jumbo Jetliner 
Blown Up, Two 
Others Held 


BULLETIN 

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) 

Palestinian guerrillas today 
demanded the release of Sir- 
ban Eh Sirhan, the convicted 
assassin of Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, in exchange for the 
release of 300 passengers 
aboard two hijacked jetliners 
held on a desert airstrip near 
Amman. 

BERN, Switzerland (AP)— 
The Swiss government decided 
today to release three im- 
prisoned Arab commandos as 
part of an exchange deal for 
300 passengers and crews of 
Swissair and TWA airliners 
hijacked to Jordan 


CAIRO (AP)— Arab guerrilla 
blew up a hijacked Pan Amer 
can World Airways 747 jumb 
jet here early today eigl 
minutes after the plane landec 
A spokesman for the airline sail 
all 188 persons aboard had dis 
embarked safely. 

A Pan American Boeing 70 
relief plane landed later at Cain 
airport to pick up the passenger, 
stranded by the hijackers. 

It was one of four planes in 
volved in hijacking plots yester 
day all apparently by Arab com 
mandos. One of the attempts 
failed. Two other petliners were 
forced to land in Jordan where 
their 300 passengers were being 
held. 6 


(United Press International 
reported the passengers were 
being held under guard inside 
the planes and the guerrillas 
were threatening to destroy the 
planes and passengers. It quoted 
a guerrilla spokesman as saying 
boxes of explosives had been 
placed inside the two aircraft 
and they would be detonated if 
guerrilla demands are not met.) 


Release Promised 

The relief plane, flown here 
from London, was expected to 
remove most of the passengers 
of the destroyed 747. 

The jumbo jet was engulfed in 
flames after the passengers and 
crew had been removed. 

Witnesses said four persons 
were injured fleeing the plane 
through its emergency exits 
They said one appeared to have 
a broken leg and two others had 
back injuries. A pregnant wom- 
an just barely escaped with an 
injured ankle, the witnesses 
said. 

The Egyptian government had 
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announced that all the passen- 9 crew members aboard, 
gers^ would be released as soon| Passengers said they captured 


as Pan Am sent another plane 
to pick them up. Cairo’s Middle 
East News Agency said 85 
Americans were among those 
stranded. 

The guerrillas said they would 
blow up the other two hijacked 
[planes unless a set of demands 
were met. The Swiss Red Cross 
said a representative had been 
allowed to see the planes at 
|Zerqa, 15 miles northwest of 
Amman, Jordan, and had re- 
ported the passengers and crew 
I were safe.. 

The lives of more than 640 
'persons hung in the balance dur- 
ing the three hijackings and a 
fourth atempt that was thwart- 
ed in a gun battle over England. 

The Marxist-oriented Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pal- 
[ estine,b ased in Amman, claimed 
responsibility for all four inci- 
dents. 

Passengers, crew, 7 hijackers 
and 18 guerrillas picked up dur- 
ing a refueling at Beirut began 
[disembarking as soon as the 
plane hijacked to Cairo landed 
at the airport. Witnesses said 
the hijacker had ordered every- 
one off the plane at gunpoint, 
then set a time bomb with nine 
sticks of dynamite that went off 
eight minutes after the landing. 

All that remained of the huge 
plane_ after the flames were 
brought under control was the 
six-story-high tail section embla- 
zoned with the Pan Am .insignia 
I The jet engines were blown 
apart, and an engineer said: 
“Not one single screw in the air 
craft is intact.” 

The 747, valued at more than 
$20 million and in service less 
..than a year, was seized by the 
''hijackers after it took off from 
Amsterdam on a New York- 
bound flight. It landed in Beirut, 
the first time ever for an air- 
^ype, and airport 
officials there met the guerril- 
las’ demand for fuel. 


Other Hijackings 
Also hijacked yesterday were 
a Trans World Airlines Boeing 
707 with 145 persons aboard and 
a Swissair DCS with more than 
1 155 aboard., 

In Amman, the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
threatened to blow up the TWA 
and Swissair planes unless au- 
thorities in London released a 
young woman held for an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to hijack a 
fourth plane, an Israeli El All 


the raven-haired, attractive 
[ young woman as she struggled 
with a grenade in each hand 
during the hijacking attempt aft- 
er takeoff from Amsterdam on a 
flight to New York. Her mate 
companion was killed in a gun 
battle with Israeli security 
I agents. 

The Israeli plane landdfe- in 
London, where Scotland Yard 
detectives took the woman into 
custody. The plane then contin- 
ued to New York, where it ar 
[rived safely early today. 
Timetable Founds 
The young woman was tenta- 
tively identified as Leila Khaled, 
24, who helped hijack a Trans 
World Airlines jet to Damascus 
last September. Police said they 
[found a written timetable for the 
hijack attempt in the young 
woman’s underwear. 

The TWA plane was seized aft- 
er a stopover at Frankfurt on 
the way from Israel to New 
York. 

The Swissair plane was hi- 
, jacked shortly after it took off 
j from Zurich for New York. 

A spokesman for the guerrilla 
front put a 72-hour deadline on 
the woman’s release. The front 
also demanded the release of 
three of its guerrillas who have 
been imprisoned in Switzerland 
for attacking an El A1 airliner at 
Zurich in 1969. 

The guerrillas further de- 
mantled the release of three Pal- 
estinian commandos held in 
West German jails since an at- 
tack on an El A1 tourist bus in 
Frankfurt last year. 

In Bern, the Swiss government 
called an emergency cabinet 
meeting 1st night, andinformed 
sources said the government 
would agree to release the three 
jailed Palestinian commandos in 
exchange for the safe return of 
the plane, its passengers and 
crew. 

British sources in London said 
unofficially that the government 
feared it would be dragged into 
the dispute because it was hold- 
ing the woman guerrilla. 

In Bonn, West German offi- 
C v s reac ^ e ^ with dismay when 
they learned of the demands 
Some officials called them “pure 
blackmail,” and others said that 
to give in to them would encour- 
age other acts of air piracy. 

A delegate for the Swiss Red 
Cross brought the guerillas’ ulti- 
matum to the government. A 
representative of the Red Cross 
was allowed to visit the site 


'Sair^ntn 1116 TWA and 

swissazr planes were held at 

Zerqa, a spokesman said 

. ine spokesman said the nnlv 

C^in^rf ^ Pas -S 

fu Jordan was a brokpn 

thumb accidentally suffered by 

one^??h Cai ? P assen S er aboard 
to a P ian< r s - He was taken 
,? hospital m Amman the 

spokesman said. e 



